Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку для учащихся 9-11 классов

Школьный этап. 2019/2020 учебный год

Продолжительность олимпиады - 105 минут (макс. 55 баллов)

Listening

Time: 15 minutes
Task 1. A geography teacher is describing the work students will do on the geography course. Listen and complete the table with the words in the word bank. You will not need to use all the words.

Word bank

4, 3, 2, 1, Industry, Rivers, Population, Climate,  1 hour, 2 hours, 2.5 hours, 1.5 hours, once a week, twice a week, once a month, twice a month, once a term, twice a term
1. Number of modules per year







2. Topic of Term 1 module: 







3. Topic of Term 1 module:








4. Topic of Term 2 module:








5. Topic of Term 3 module:








6. Exam 1 Length:









7. Exam 2 Length:









8. Homework. How often?








9. Coursework. 
Total number of projects this year:






10.  Fieldwork. How often?









Transfer your answers to the ANSWER SHEET! 
Reading
Time: 30 minutes 
For items 11-25 read the text A and B and decide whether the statements (11-25) refer to the text A (A), B (B), or both (C), or neither (D). Put the correct option (A, B, C, D) in your answer sheet. 

The Birth-Order Myth

A

It has long been part of folk wisdom that birth order strongly affects personality, intelligence and achievement. However, most of the research claiming that firstborns are radically different from other children has been discredited, and it now seems that any effects of birth order on intelligence or personality will likely be washed out by all the other influences in a person’s life. In fact, the belief in the permanent impact of birth order, according to Toni Falbo, a social psychologist at the University of Texas at Austin, “comes from the psychological theory that your personality is fixed by the time you are six. That assumption simply is incorrect.”

The better, later and larger studies are less likely to find birth order a useful predictor of anything. When two Swiss social scientists, Cecile Ernst and Jules Angst, reviewed 1,500 studies a few years ago, they concluded that “birth-order differences in personality… are nonexistent in our sample. In particular, there is no evidence for a “firstborn personality.”

Of the early studies that seemed to show birth order mattered, most failed to recognize how other factors could confuse the issue. Take family size: plenty of surveys showed that eldest children were overrepresented among high achievers. However, that really says less about being a firstborn than about not having many siblings, or any at all. After all, any group of firstborns is going to include a disproportionate number of children from small families, since every family has a firstborn but fewer have a fourthborn. Most experts now believe that position in the family means little when taken out of the context of everything going on in a particular household – whether sibling rivalry is promoted or discouraged, for instance.

Consider the question of whether birth order affects achievement or intelligence. Many experts today suggest that birth order plays no role at all.  When Judith Blake, a demographer at the University of California, Los Angeles, looked at birth patterns before 1938 and compared them to SAT scores for that group of children, she found no connection. On the other hand, the number of siblings does matter. The reason, she believes, is that parental attention is diluted in larger families.

B
Research suggests that you are somewhat more likely to be outgoing, well-adjusted and independent if you grew up with few or no siblings. The recent studies, however, found no differences on the basis of size alone. The only certainty is that there do not seem to be any disadvantages to growing up in a small family – including being an only child. The review of 141 studies found that being raised with or without siblings does not affect personality in predictable ways. Where small differences were found – such as in achievement motivation – they favored the only children.

Some psychologists believe that there are more advantages to having kids far apart rather than close together. Some specialists caution that siblings close in age may be treated as a single unit. However, parents are sometimes advised not to wait too long before having a second child. 

Different studies have led to different conclusions. One found that a firstborn was more likely to have high self-esteem if his or her sibling was less than two years younger. Another indicated that spacing had no impact on social competence, and others note positive effects for boys but not for girls.

Anyway, the general public may ignore scientific conclusions about family structure influence. 
(SAT – The Scholastic Aptitude Test; the scores on this test are used to determine high school students’ ability to do college work.)

11. Family size is not the only personality-forming factor.
12. Firstborns do not differ greatly (in terms of intelligence and achievement) from their siblings.
13. General public opinions do not coincide with scientific research.

14. Children from small families tend to achieve a lot.

15. If there is a great difference between boys in a family, they are more likely to be successful.

16. Position in a family is not so meaningful; parental behavior is more important.

17. Parents are advised to have a lot of children.

18. The only children suffer a lot.

19. It is difficult to bring up children in a large family.

20. Psychological studies show different results.

21. Children with little age difference in a family are sometimes not viewed as sheer individuals.

22. Early research cannot be valid because there were lots of small families surveyed. 

23. According to an American psychologist, personality is not formed only in childhood.

24. Growing up in a small family has lots of disadvantages.

25. The way of living in a society is not influenced by age difference between siblings.


Transfer your answers to the ANSWER SHEET! 
Use of English
Time: 20 minutes 

Task 1. Complete the sentences with one of the idioms below:
a) black and white

b) black comedy

c) black eye

d) black look

e) black market
f) blackout

g) in black and white

h) white-collar

i) white elephant

j) white lie
26. She showed her disapproval by giving me a …
27. Send me a letter about this. I need to have all the details …
28. During the war, most things could be bought on the …
29. It's a hilarious … about an unsuccessful murder.
30. He must have been in a fight. He's got a …
31.  They're not getting married in a registry office: they're having a …
32.  I told a … because I didn't want her to get into trouble.

33.  Most … workers receive a salary and are paid monthly.

34.  She had a … and didn't regain consciousness for several minutes.

35.  No one uses the new conference centre. It is a …
Task 2. For items (41-50) choose A, B, C  
36. Which countries were united first?


A England and Ireland


B England and Scotland


C England and Wales
37. When was the name 'The United Kingdom' introduced?

A 1603 

B 17O7 

C 1801

38. What group of language does Scottish belong to? 

A Gaelic 

B German 

C Celtic

39. The English Channel stands for


A The Strait of Dover


B Pas de Calais


C La Manche

40. The national bird of the United Kingdom is 

A Sparrow 

B Robin Redbreast 

C Blackbird 
41. The word 'The Sovereign' means 

A the symbol of power


B reigning supreme


C the symbol of democracy

42. The religious capital of England is 

A York 

B London 

C Canterbury

43. In which part of England is Stonehenge  situated?


A in South England


B in the Southwest


C in Midlands

44. What is the nickname of Welshmen?


A Taffy 

B Welshy 

C Celts

45. Who is the founder of London?


A Alfred the Great


B Julius Caesar


C William the Conqueror

Transfer your answers to the ANSWER SHEET! 

Writing

Time: 40 min
Write an essay on the following topic.

An increasing number of people today frequently change their careers and places of residence several times during their lives. Is this a positive development?
Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own experience. You should write about 200 - 250 words. 

